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TALL fescue
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TALL fescue

Any and all reference to pesticides, herbicides and fungicides, whether generic or named products, is for general informational purposes only.  

Text reference is not intended as an endorsement, nor does omission imply criticism.   

Always read and follow labeled instructions.
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* Represents Varieties not yet commercially named

NPK requirements:  Falcon IV is described as a medium to 
high user of fertilizer. In Northern regions 4-5 lbs. N/year; 
in transitional climates 5-7 lbs. N/year. In Southern regions 
5-7 lbs. N/year with minimal utilization in summer months 
to discourage foliar turfgrass diseases such as brown patch. 
NPK ratios are generally recognized as 5-1-3 with clippings 
retained on the turf.

Water use: Tall fescue is recognized as a dehydration 
avoidant species (Beard, 1986) with improved drought 
�W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H�����7�D�O�O���I�H�V�F�X�H���K�D�V���D�Q���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���G�H�H�S���D�Q�G���À�E�U�R�X�V���U�R�R�W��
mass which mines available subsoil moisture during stress 
periods. ET rate of >10 mm per day is highest among cool 
season turfgrass. Infrequent but heavy irrigation to stimulate 
deep subsoil root growth is recommended. 

Thatch management:  Requires little thatch management. 
�2�Q�O�\���K�L�J�K���1���O�H�Y�H�O�V���Z�L�W�K���P�L�Q�L�P�D�O���W�U�D�I�À�F���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V��
thatch accumulation. Verticutting, lower mowing heights 
and dethatching are recommended for dormant sod or grass 
breaking dormancy in the spring. At any given dethatching, 
never remove more than ½ inch of thatch layer. If the thatch 
layer is greater than 1 inch, removal must be done over a 
period of years.

Mowing height:  Falcon IV should be mowed at 1.5-3.0 
inch.

Weed Control:  (From NCSU Pest Control Recommendations 
for Turfgrass Managers, 2003). In established turf for post-
emergent broadleaf control 2, 4-D and dicamba (Banvel). 
Spring pre-emergent control DCPA or bensulide (dacthal). 
Pre-emergent crabgrass and goosegrass control on 
established tall fescue with pendimethalin (Pre-M), prodiamine 
(Barricade), oxadiazon+benefin, or oryzalin�� ���6�X�U�Á�D�Q������benefin 
(Balan), siduron (Tupersan), dithiopyr (Dimension).


